










gocdi.es








































e 0 ﬂ N - ek | I ¢
*‘-::J P 0\ L*}) 7 \ﬂ ‘J‘(") ) / ﬁ =1
SHAROMN TOWLE






2ut alliance was often a tricky business, for without the tribe law disappeared.
It seems to have heen considered somewhat dishonorable for a chieftain of one clan
to invite the head of another to his home on pretensas of peace and then attack
him, hut it was often done. The advantgge of thiz in warfare is obvious, as a
lord who travelled must leave part of his army at home to protect against invasion.
Therefore his host would have available a 'mich larger force at arms than he., In
warfare nonconbatants and prisoners wight be killed or enslaved; there seems to
have bHeen no ethical censure against either. The clan was considered more or less
a unit, with reoguirements lying most heavily on one's next-of-kin. When a man was
killed, his next-of-kin ivas required to avenge him; and if the killer died before
this could be done, his son or brother or nearest relative might be killed in his
stead. Often revenge tcok the form of a war in which the killer's entire tribe
was slain -~ if the avenging tribe hzrpened to be victotious. “omen were not con-
sidered fit victims of vangeance. They wmight be slaughtered, though they were
more often enslaved, in an all-out war; butbeldom were they attacked as individu-
als. Towever, the womer of Viking legend sometimes took upon themselves the takk
of avenging tleir own kinsfolk, or of aiding their men to do it; Signy was one
such. There ssems alsc to have bern no censure cf brigandage, even of the robbery
of unarmed men, so long as i1t was dcne outside the tribe - though of course the
victim's tribe would be required to avenge him,

Beliefs? 1In the Volsungasaga man has freewill control over his own actions
and absolutely nothing else. I ‘an cannot avoid death, nor any other 111 he is des-
tined  to bear; he can only choose whether to meet it with courage or with cowardice.
"Then spake Volsung the King - once alone must all men die, and from that season
shall none escape; so my rede it is that we flee nowhither, but do the work of
our hands in as manly wise as we may." This is as austere and realistic as any
statement of atheistic existentialism; and the man who spoke it, unlike today's
theorists, was en route to an actual physical war in which he fully expected to
die. To my wind, this is almost courage incarnate,

Styvlistically, I cannot really discuss this saga itself but only Morris's
translation thereofs I suspect it is accurate, because style and content are
made of the same elements; but as I cannot read the original I cannot be sure of
this. But in this translation, Jjust as the events narrated are austere and often
brutal, so the language is as terse and understated as, though far more vivid
than, that of modern journalisms, Tvent follows event with almost incredible
swiftness. There seewnus no time for characterigation: vet Brvnhild and Gudrun
are at once both as human and as archetypal as anyv character in Greek tragedya
There is no attempt to explain the characters; they are simply presented. There~
fore, thev are far wmore convincing than if they were explained; we cannot ex-
vlain ourselves and if others are explained they are not wuite real peonle.

herefore, al-o, the artistic impact is not cluttered up by intellectrvalizing.
“any writers forget these things; the Volcungasaga is made of and by them,
But then, the Volsungasaga makes no effort to explain anything., Iife simply is,
and one's own life within it, andone lives his 1life bv what truth he knows
and that's that. Anyone for Sartre?

I have deliberately avoided revealing the story, as I hore the readees of
this review will proceed to the book,

~Sharon Towle-~
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